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ABSTRACT: 

Traditionally, the 2nd century AD has been known as the Golden Age of Rome, but also the 

century of the Antonines, since, under this dynasty, the empire would have reached its zenith in 

terms of territory, population and economy. This is the feeling that normally emanates from 

written sources and from the archaeological approach to monuments, but in the light of recent 

studies that find traces of the beginnings of decline, one might wonder whether we should not 

rather consider this century as a swansong. Coinage plays a tremendously important role as an 

indicator of the wealth of the empire. For this reason, we believe that it may be interesting to 

observe what role it played in a region as commercially important for Rome as the Iberian 

Peninsula, and specifically in the Mediterranean region, during the reigns of Trajan and Hadrian. 

These emperors are part of the group known as the "Five Good Emperors", because of the level 

of wealth that was achieved under their rule. They are also both of Hispanic origin and successive 

emperors, which may have some impact on the supply of currency to the peninsula. Other 

interesting questions to research on and review are the circulation of coinage in this 

Mediterranean region, and the geographical differences between the coast and the inland, and 

between urban and rural areas through isolated and stray finds, and coin hoards; so we can 

observe monetary circuits and the movement of currency from North to South and East to West. 

The results obtained are put into context, in order to discern possible trends or changes at 

macro, meso and micro spatial levels. This approach gives us the opportunity to find out to what 

extent this golden age was fulfilled at the beginning of the century in the east of the Iberian 

Peninsula. 
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