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[Context]
Ptolemaic Egypt is one of the most socially and economically dynamic periods in the ancient
world. Upper Egypt, under the ruling of Macedonian kings, went through the process of
“Ptolemaicizing” during the late second century BC. Nevertheless, both this region and this
period receive relatively fewer discussions from academia. Thus, by focusing specifically on a text
called the Edfu Land Survey, my paper aims to enrich the details of the social mobility in two
aspects – an individual family and the social class of priests at Temple of Edfu – under the
general picture of  interplay between the Ptolemaic State and traditional powers in the South.

[Subject]
The Edfu Land Survey (P.Haun. IV 70, 119/118 BC) is a collection of Greek papyri from
Apollonopolite (Edfu) nome, Upper Egypt, where most surviving land surveys are written in
Egyptian (mostly Demotic) rather than Greek and crucial to understand Ptolemaic
administration on land tenure in Thebaid area.

[Argument]
Part One analyses two members from a key Egyptian family (Family of Pasas) recorded in the
Survey, along with pointing out problems from previous scholarships (Fischer-Bovet 2014:
100-2, etc). I thus provide a new interpretation on Pasas II’s land allotment and his later life,
along with an onomastic investigation on his son Ptolemaios, to further our understanding how
an individual elite family benefit and thrive from the state’s interference with local issues. Part
Two starts a comparative reading between the Survey with the Edfu Donation Text, another
important document often depicted as evidence showing a different economic landscape from
the one of the former. I thus argue for the internal consistency behind two texts and excavated
more details of the other spectrum of mobility – the ripple effects on priestly classes and the
temple of  Edfu caused by the increasing presence of  Ptolemaic government in the South.



Proposal for AMPAH 2022

Essay words amount:
c. 7,000-8,000 without Bibliography (can be shortened)

Travel bursary:
Prefer to apply

Bibliography:
Bingen, Jean (2007), Hellenistic Egypt: Monarchy, Society, Economy, Culture, ed. Bagnall, Roger,

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press).
Christensen, Thorolf  (2001), ‘New Evidence on Land in the Apollonopolite Nome’,Atti del

XXII Congresso internazionale di Papirologia, Firenze, 23–29 agosto 1998, “G. Vitelli.” vol. 1.
201-6.

——— (2003), ‘P Haun. inv. 407 and Cleruchs in the Edfu Nome’, in Clarysse, Willy and
Katelijn Vandorpe (eds.), Land and Taxes in Ptolemaic Egypt: An Edition, Translation and
Commentary for the Edfu Land Survey (Brussel: Vlaams Kennis- en Cultuurforum), 11-16.

Christensen, Thorolf, Dorothy J. Thompson, and Katelijn Vandorpe (eds.) (2017), Land and Taxes
in Ptolemaic Egypt: An Edition, Translation and Commentary for the Edfu Land Survey,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press)

Clarysse, Willy (1991), ‘Hakoris, an Egyptian nobleman and his family’, Ancient Society, 22 235-43.
——— (2003), ‘The Archive of  the Praktor Milon’,Edfu, an Egyptian Provincial Capital in the

Ptolemaic Period (Koninklijke Vlaamse Academie van Belgie voor Wetenschappen en
Kunsten, Brussel: Vlaams Kennis- en Cultuurforum), 17-28.

——— (2010), ‘Egyptian Temples and Priests: Graeco-Roman.’, in Lloyd, Alan B. (ed.), A
Companion to Ancient Egypt (Chichester, UK, and Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell), 274-90.

——— (2018), ‘Isis Names in Graeco-Roman Egypt’, Individuals and Materials in the Greco-Roman
Cults of  Isis(Leiden: Brill), 198-220.

Clarysse, Willy and Dorothy J. Thompson (2006a), Counting the People in Hellenistic Egypt, (vol. 1;
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press).

——— (2006b), Counting the People in Hellenistic Egypt, (vol. 2; Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press).

Crawford, Dorothy Joan (1971), Kerkeosiris: An Egyptian Village in the Ptolemaic Period, (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press).

Finnestad, Ragnhild Bjerre (1997), ‘Temples of  the Ptolemaic and Roman Periods: Ancient
Traditions in New Contexts.’, in Shafer, Byron E. (ed.), Temples of  ancient Egypt(Ithaca:
Cornell University Press), 185-238.

——— (1985), Image of  the World and Symbol of  the Creator:On the Cosmological and Iconological Values
of  the Temple of  Edfu., (Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz).



Proposal for AMPAH 2022

Fischer-Bovet, Christelle (2014), Army and Society in Ptolemaic Egypt, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press).

Granovetter, Mark and Richard Swedberg (1992), The Sociology Of  Economic Life, (Boulder:
Westview Press).

Haring, Ben (2007), ‘Institutional agriculture and the temples in Ramesside Egyp’, in García, J. C.
Moreno (ed.), L’agriculture institutionnelle en Égypte ancienne: état de la question et perspectives
interdisciplinaires (CRIPEL 25, Lille: Institut de Papyrologie et d’Egyptologie de Lille),
125-36.

Heichelheim, Fritz M (1958), An Ancient Economic History, (Leiden: A.W. Sijthoff).
Hölbl, Günther (2001), A History of  the PtolemaicEmpire, (London: Routledge).
Kurth, Dieter (2004), The Temple of  Edfu: a Guideby an Ancient Egyptian Priest, (Cairo and New

York: The American University in Cairo Press).
Lévy, Jean-Philippe (1967), The Economic Life of  theAncient World, (Chicago: University of  Chicago

Press).
Manning, Joseph G. (1997), The Hauswaldt Papyri: A Third Century B.C. Family Dossier from Edfu,

(Sommerhausen: Gisela Zauzich).
——— (2005a), ‘The Ptolemaic economy, institutions, economic integration, and the limits of

centralized political power’, Princeton/Stanford Working Papers in Classics, 1-15.
——— (2005b), ‘The Relationship of  Evidence to Models in the Ptolemaic Econorny (332-30

BC)’, in Manning, J. G. and lan Morris (eds.), The Ancient Economy: Evidence and Models
(Stanford, CA: Standford University Press), 163-86.

——— (2010), The Last Pharaohs: Egypt under the Ptolemies, 305-30 BC, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press).

McGing, Brian C. (1997), ‘Revolt Egyptian Style: Internal Opposition to Ptolemaic Rule’, Archiv
für Papyrusforschung und Verwandte Gebiete, 43 273-314 and pl. 4.

Meeks, Dimitri (1972), Le grand texte des donations au temple d’Edfou, (Cairo: Institut français
d’Archeólogie orientale).

Monson, Andrew (2012), From the Ptolemies to the Romans: Political and Economic Change in Egypt,
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press).

Moyer, Ian (2011), ‘Finding a Middle Ground: Culture and Politics in the Ptolemaic Thebaid’, in
Dorman, P. J. and B. M. Bryan (eds.), Perspectives on Ptolemaic Thebes (Studies in Ancient
Oriental Civilization 65, Chicago: Chicago University Press), 15-45.

Muhs, Brian (2016), The Ancient Egyptian Economy: 3000–30 BCE, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press).

Préaux, Claire (1939), L’Économie royale des Lagides, (Brussels: Fondation égyptologique Reine
Élisabeth).

——— (1978), Le Monde hellénistique. La Grèce et l’Orient de la mort d’Alexandre à la conquête romaine
de la Grèce (323-146 av. J.-C.), (2 vols.; Paris: Presses universitaires de France).

Quaegebeur, Jan (1975), J. Le dieu Égyptien Shaï dans la religion et l’onomastique, (Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta, 2; Leuven: Leuven University Press).



Proposal for AMPAH 2022

——— (1989), ‘The Egyptian Clergy and the Cult of  the Ptolemaic Dynasty’,Ancient Society, 20
97-116.

Rathbone, Dominic William (1994), ‘Settlement and Society in Greek and Roman Egypt’, 20th
International Congress of  Papyrologists, Copenhagen, 23-29 August, 1992, 136-45.

Rostovtzeff, Michael (1941), The Social and Economic History of  the Hellenistic World, (3 vols.; Oxford:
Oxford University Press).

Rubensohn, Otto, Wilhelm Schubart, and Wilhelm Spiegelberg (1907), Elephantine-Papyri, (Berlin:
Weidmann).

Ryholt, Kim (2014), ‘A Greek-Demotic Temple Archive from Edfu Dating to the Reign of
Ptolemy VIII’, Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik, 190 173-87.

Scheuble-Reiter, Sandra (2012), Die Katökenreiter im ptolemäischen Ägypten, (Munich: C.H.Beck).
Spiegelberg, Wilhelm (1913), Die demotischen Papyri Hauswaldt, (Leipzig: Hinrichs).
Tarn, W. W. and G. T. Griffith (1952), Hellenistic Civilisation, (London: Edward Arnold).
Vandorpe, Katelijn (1995), ‘City of  many a Gate, Harbour for many a Rebel. Historical and

Topographical Outline of  Greco-Roman Thebes’,Acts of  a Colloquium on Thebes and the
Theban Area in the Graeco-Roman Period, 27 Brill.

——— (2000), ‘The Ptolemaic Epigraphe or Harvest Tax (shemu)’, Archiv für Papyrusforschung,
46/2 169-232.

——— (2000), ‘Paying Taxes to the Thesauroi of  the Pathyrites in a Century of  Rebellion
(186–88 BC)’, in Mooren, Leon (ed.), Politics, Administration and Society in the Hellenistic and
Roman world (Proceedings of  the International Colloquium,Studia Hellenistica, vol. 36.,
Leuven: Peeters), 405-36.

Vandorpe, Katelijn and Willy Clarysse (eds.) (2003), Edfu, an Egyptian Provincial Capital in the
Ptolemaic Period, Koninklijke Vlaamse Academie van Belgie voor Wetenschappen en
Kunsten, Brussel: Vlaams Kennis- en Cultuurforum)

Van ’t Dack, Edmond (1988), Ptolemaica Selecta. Études sur l’armée et l’administration lagides, (Studia
Hellenistica, 29; Leuven: Peeters).

Verhoogt, A. M. F. W. (1997), Menches, komogrammateus of  Kerkeosiris : the doings and dealings of  a village
scribe in the late Ptolemaic period (120-110 B.C.), (Leiden: Brill).

——— (1998), ‘Land Tenure in Late Ptolemaic Egypt: The Case of  Kerkeosiris’,Landless and
hungry? Access to land in early and traditional societies. Proceedings of  a seminar held in Leiden 20 &
21 June 1996, 103-11.

Weber, Max (1978), Economy and Society: An Outline of  Interpretive Sociology, eds. Roth, Guenther and
Claus Wittich, (2 vols.; Berkeley: University of  California Press).

Yoyotte, Jean (1967), ‘Bakhthis: religion égyptienne et culture grecque à Edfou’, Religions en Égypte
Hellénistique et Romaine (Paris: Presses universitaires de France), 127-41.



Proposal for AMPAH 2022


